
I’ve always designed and made my own tools, at least where it
made sense from a skills and cost perspective. Several artists
who have seen photos of them on our website have asked for a
tutorial on how they were made.

But the “old style” tool that I’ve used for many years required a
lot of time and effort and I felt that they were a little beyond the
average artist’s time and cost tolerance. And of course, for my
own selfish reasons, if I can build a tool that performs as well, is
attractive and is quicker to complete, then I have good reason to
keep my toolbox ready with everything I need.

Over a year ago I broke my favorite tool. I decided that I had
suffered long enough without it. So to remake it, I decided to use
my latest design and photograph it along the way.

Here’s the basic concept:

1) Requirement: Quick and easy handle that does not require lathe.
Solution: Use pre-made wood doweling for main handle so that a lathe is not required.

2) Requirement: Robust connection of the tool bit to the handle and a solution that does not require
extensive tooling.
Solution: This is one of the main features of the new design. The bit is soldered into a solid copper “contact
welding tip”. These tips can be bought in packs of 10 at around $1 each at industrial warehouses or on-line.
Expect to pay 2x if you get them from a welding supply store. You will need to drill the hole in the tip to be
large enough to accommodate your bit, here around 1/8”.

3) Requirement: The tool should be able to be disassembled in case repair is required.
Solution: The completed bit can be removed from the wooden handle . And the copper can be heated to
remove the steel bit should it need to be replaced or reworked.

4) Requirement: The completed tool should be quick to make and cost should be a minimum.
Solution: I completed this tool in less than 1 hour, and that includes working out a few bugs in the design and
prepping to work table with the tools required. The material cost came in at just over $2.00 USD.




